Webquest:  The Courage to Express Yourself

Use the sites given to answer the questions.  Write legibly (so that it can be easily read)!
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2101745_2102133_2102331,00.html
1. What is Ai Wei Wei’s nationality?

2. Why does he speak such excellent English?

3. What architectural projects in his native country was he involved in at his government’s request? (list 2)

4. When and how did Ai Wei Wei fall out of favor with his government?  See pictures 17 – 24 in the Time articles archives.

5. How was he punished?

http://articles.cnn.com/2011-08-26/world/syria.cartoonist.beaten_1_syrian-president-bashar-al-assad-assad-regime-syrian-government?_s=PM:WORLD
6. Who is Ali Farzat and what it his occupation?

7. What happened to Farzat in retaliation to his art?

8. What did Farzat do that prompted him to be attacked?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14146243
9. Hamada Ben Amor, aka El General, is an artist from Tunisia. What is his form of artistic expression?

10. How do El General and Deeb’s lyrics and messages compare to U.S. artists of the same genre? Do U.S. and Middle Eastern artists share similar messages or themes? Whose music do you think has more power or influence among citizens of their nation?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LrUTzijqz8&feature=related
11. What famous band originally wrote and performed “Let it Be”? Why do you think that it was remade in the Communist U.S.S.R?

12. What does it sound like the “Russian Beatles”/ Poyushchiye Gitaryare (The Singing Guitars) are singing in English from 0:49 to 0:57?

13. Exposure and acceptance of Western culture was discouraged in Communist countries, however Western art and music did manage infiltrate these countries. Can you think of any examples of forms of art or expression that are discouraged in the U.S. or other countries today?

http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2101745_2102133_2102331,00.html
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-08-26/world/syria.cartoonist.beaten_1_syrian-president-bashar-al-assad-assad-regime-syrian-government?_s=PM:WORLD
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LrUTzijqz8&feature=related
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14146243
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOUhvJo9UDE&feature=related
