Sweet honey in the rock reflection
1. List three adjectives describing your experience at the Sweet Honey.

________________

_______________

____________________

2. Have you ever seen a concert where there was a sign language interpreter? _____

· What did she add to the show? _______________________________________________________

3. List a music artist/group in current popular music that compares to Sweet Honey in the Rock. ________________________

· Describe HOW this group compares in a few sentences.

_______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
4. The name Sweet Honey in the Rock comes from a parable about a land so rich that when the rocks are cracked open, honey flows from them.  Think about why the performance group would pick this name. 

Bernice Johnson Reagon, the groups founder, compares this parable above to African-American women who are strong as a rock on the outside and sweet as honey on the inside. 

· Is this a good way to be? WHY?________________________________________________
· Is it a necessary character trait? WHY?____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

· From your perspective, is this a necessary character trait for African-American women?__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

5. Music has great power. Sweet Honey uses call and response with the audience, and adds physical motions to their songs when singing together. They try to include participation by all to create an atmosphere of closeness.

When the slaves were working in the fields they were discouraged from talking to each other.  The slave masters were afraid that if the slaves became a cohesive group they might feel strong enough to rebel.  To fool their masters, the slaves communicated through song. Sometimes their songs had code words in them like “Steal Away.” 

Briefly research one of the banned patriotic music experiences below and answer the questions about it.

· Poland’s national anthem

· Singing Revolution in Estonia

· French anthem during WWII

1. Why was the music banned? ___________________________________________
2. What were the people in power afraid would happen?__________________________________________________________________
3. What were the circumstances surrounding the singing of these songs. ___________________________________________________________________________
4. Match the following 7 types of African-American music with it’s description below.

5. Then, number from 1-7 the progression of these songs through time….1 being the beginnings of the music.
Gospel
 _______  #_____

work songs_______  #_____

jazz_______  #_____


blues
   _______  #_____

spirituals _______  #_____
  
 field hollers  
_______  #_____
 
West African traditions_______  #_____
[image: image1.jpg]THE EVOLUTION OF
AFRICAN AMERICAN VOCAL MUSIC




[image: image2.jpg]HN

“DIDN'T MY LORD Didn“t my Lord deliver Daniel?
DELIVER DANIEL" is a

common spiritual, sung
often by working slaves. Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel?

While on the surface the h i 5
tone is that of prayer Then why not every man:

and deliverance, the text He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den

("why not every man?”) f
e ieTpreEE Es Hope And Jonah from the belly of the whale

that God would deliver And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace
even slaves from their

Deliver Daniel, deliver Daniel

Then why not every man?

unjust toil.
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